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P * — 2 ob this: chan 
we have an account of good King Her 
zekiah's dangerous ſickneſs and miracu- 
lous recovery. The ſame prophet, who 
notified to him the ſentence of death, is 
ſent again to acquaint him, that his humi- 
lation and fervent prayer had prevailed 
with God to add fifteen years to the for- 
mer deſtined period of his life. The news 
of his recovery, attended with ſuch extra- 
ordinary circumſtances, was ſoon ſpread 
abroad. The. king of Babylon, as a pre- 
tended friend, but in truth a ſecret enemy, 
diſpatched an ambaſſador in order to con- 
gratulate him on this occafion, This re- 
ligious prince, his heart being too much 
dilated with joy, was eaſily induced to 
. this ambaſſador all the treaſure and 
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armour, laid up by his predeceſſors, for 
the ſupport of his dignity and the de- 
tence of his kingdom. Thus, from a 
fooliſh oſtentation, he-expoſed all the re- 
ſources of his wealth and power to the 
view of thoſe who were meditating evil 
deſigns againſt himſelf and his ſubjects. 
The very ſame prophet is therefore ſent a. 


third time, to reprove him for his vanity 


and imprudence, and at the ſame time to 


acquaint him, that thoſe treaſures, of 
which he now ſo proudly boaſted, would 


in a ſhort time be carried to Babylon as a 
prey to his enemies; and that the chil- 
dren deſcending from him ſhould be de- 


rained for ſeventy years in miſerable cap- 


tivity, and employed in the moſt ſervile 


offices about the court of that very prince 
whoſe ambaſſador he was now treating 
with ſo much u re 


> + a 


The pious king heard the awful: ſens 
tence of heaven' with becoming ſubmiſ- 
fion; *' Goad,” fays he, “ is the word'sf the 


© Lord which thou haft ſpoben. At the ſame 


vigue; in in the I words of our text, he er- 
| s Preſſes 
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preſſes his joy and gratitude; chat moe 
direful calamities were ſtill at ſome di- 
ſtance, and that his life was not miracu- 
louſly prolonged in order that he might 
witneſs and feel them; I it not good,” 
ſays he, if . peace and truth be in my days?” 
As if he had ſaid, * Ought not I to be 
truly thankful to God, that theſe judg- 
ments are ſuſpended during my reign, 
6 and that peace and truth ſhall continue 
& to bleſs our land?” 


This 5 who well underſtood and 


ardently purſued the intereſt of his peo. 


5 has here mentioned two bleſſings eſ- 
ential to the proſperity of every nation, 
namely, truth and peace; the illuſtration 
of which is what I propoſe for the ſub». 
ject of this diſcourſe, as it will ſupply us. 


with meditations very ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion of our preſent meeting. 


© By truth we are certainly here to um- 
derſtand the knowledge and ordinances 
of true religion as revealed in the holy 
ſcriptures. All other ſchemes of religion, 


Aa . deviſed 


f | 
_ (eviled by the wiſdom of mien, are fountds 
ed on falſe principles, and conſequently the 
frructures of their own vain and deluded 
imaginations; but eternal and immutable 
"ow! is the baſis of true religion: © 'Sancs 


* fi © them through thy truth: thy bac "nd o 
Jigs oe 1 : 


. Truth is à term alf e to hs reli- 
gion of Jefus, as being more perſpicuous 
in its nature, more ſimple in its inſtitu- 
tions, and better adapted to the cireum- 
ftances of mankind; than that of Moſes. 
The law,” ſays the apoſtle John, % Was » 

. given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by 

« Jeſus Chriff *.“ In which expreſſions, 
truth, as the criterion of the goſpel, is op- 
poſed to obſcurity and ſhadow, but not to 
_ falſhood. Thus when we fay, that a pic- 
ture is not a true man; we mean, that it 
is not the real perſon, but only a repre- 
ſentation of him. In the ſame manner 
the Jewith diſpenſation, though founded 

in truth, when compared with the various 
heathen ſuperſtitions, yet, in reſpect of 
” i» ö ax Wh. | the 

N + John xvi. 17. * John I. I7« 
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perk to the original, or of a ſhadow to 
the ſubſtance, conveying a more faint and 
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im perfect idea of true religion. The goſpel 
allpenfatzon is the word of truth;-* %, 
“ abides for ever.” It contains the true 
meaning of the Moſaic oeconomy; the 


ſpirit of its laws, the fulfilment of its pro- 


phecies, and the accompliſhment of its pro- 
miſes. Of whatever importance then«the 
knowledge and practice of the religion of 
Moſes was to the profperity and peace of 
the Jewiſh ſtate, we may juſtly infer, that 
the knowledge and practice of the reli- 
gion of Jeſus is of equal, and even great- 
er conſequence to the happincts m rp 
ſtian nations. 


By peace is ee y meant public 
peace and tranquillity for the exerciſe of 
true religion, in oppoſition to the ſeverities 
of tyranny and perſecution at home, and the 
rage of the devouring ſword of war from 
abroad. Peace, taken in this ſenſe, is one 
of the moſt ineſtimable bleſſings of pro- 


n and inſeparably connected witly 
the 


57 
the moſt valuable intereſts of "uy focierhs 
In order to o illustrate, 2 as was s,propaſed;. 
the importance of truth and peace to the 
happineſs of every nation, I ſhall endea- 
vour to point out, 8 TURE 


by Firſt, What influence true religion 
has in promoting public peace and proſpe- 
rity; and then, 


II. Secondly, What influence public 
peace and proſperity has 1 in promoting the 
intereſt of religion. 


From a diſcuſſion of theſe two points, 
it is hoped, that the natural connexion be- 
tween truth and peace, and their mutual 


influence upon the public-weal, will evi- 


dently appear. 


I. In the firſt place, then, I am to point. 
out what influence true religion has in 
promotin g public peace and proſperity. 


Now, true religion is the firmeſt found 
dation 


f9 1 


dation of public proſperity; and, beſides 
it, every other foundation is weak and un- 
ſtable. Impiety cannot ſtand the teſt of 


time, but will infallibly overthrow every 
ſyſtem of policy which has no other ba- 
ſis. Rizhteouſneſs exalteth a nation: but Jin 


© is a reproach to any people*,” The ſpirit 
of true religion, cheriſhed by a due im- 
provement of its ſacred ordinances, can- 
not fail to promote peace, by ſubduing 
thoſe evil paſſions which are the fruitful 
fources of diviſion and diſcord. © From 
« whence come wars and fightings among you ? 
* come they not hence, even of your lufts, that 
% war in your members?” It is pride, cove- 
touſneſs, ambition, and other ſuch unhal- 
Jowed luſts, though. ſometimes lurking 
under the mask of religion, which diſturb 
the peace of the world. What, alas! is 
the greateſt part of the hiſtory of man- 
kind, but an hiſtory of the fatal effects of 
thoſe deſtructive paſſions which have fil- 
led the earth with diſorder and every evil 
work ? On the other hand, true religion, 
28 taught in the goſpel, WEB {ſeated in 

| the 


Prov. xiv, 34. 4 James iv. t, 
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the heart, will inſpire thofe * 'vit- 
tues which cement ſociety, and diffuſe a 


ſpirit of love, charity and peace thro' al 


its members: nay, Iwill add, that the beſt 
conſtitution of government, and the moſt 
excellent laws ever enacted, will have but 
ſmall influence in promoting the public- 
weal, if a diſregard to the principles of 
piety. and virtue prevails in its admini- 
ſtration. True religion is the very ſoul 
and ſpirit of government, which, without 
it, is but a lifeleſs form, or the mere ſha- 
dow of national felicity deſtitute of the 
ſubſtance. Religion will teach thoſe in 


authority the proper uſe and exerciſe of 


that power with which they are intruſted. 


It will alſo inſtruct ſubjects in that obe- 


dience due to thoſe whom God, for their 
good, has ſet over them: nay, it teaches 


them to be ſubmiſlive, even for conſcience 


fake. If, then, we would ſecure public 
peace and proſperity, we mult lay the 
foundation on piety and virtue; eſpecial- 
ly when we add the conſideration of the 
favourable protection of the Divine Pro- 
yidence, which all religious ſocieties, from 


.the 


» 


T i 7 
the moſt expreſs promiſes, have ground 
to G 


; 


* * fine, 1 might appeal to undoubted. fact 
for a farther proof of my aſſertion, that 
the maintenance of che religion of Jeſus, 
in its original ſimplicity, has the mo{t 
ſalutary influence in promoting peace 
and proſperity. Let us look back to fo 
mer ages, or conſider, the preſent ſtate « f 
the nations around us, and we will find, 

that ſuperſtition and arbitr ary nower. 
reign together; that, where conſcience is 
enthralled, nothing elſe is ſecure and 
free; that, in proportion as the principles 
of the goſpel are taught, underſtood and 
regarded, good government and civil li- 
berty prevail in a more or leſs extenſive 
degree; in a word, that Antichriſtian re- 
ligious principles have ever been, and 
ſtill continue to be, the main props of 
Antichriſtian civil government. 8 


II. Let us now proceed to point out 
what influence public peace has in pro- 
B OR moting, 


| # 42 
.Hotine; the intereſt of true — in e 
very ſociety. And, 4 


1. Public peace gives opportunity for 
the regular adminiſtration of religious 
ordinances, which are the means of im- 
provement in true wiſdom and goodneſs. 


when tyranny and perſecution rage with 
unrelenting fury, what dangers and diſ- 
orders enſue? The holy fabbarhs are diſ- 
regarded, places of worſhip are deferted, 


and rhe miniſters of religion forced 


to withdraw. Such, at this very day, is 


the ſituation of many of our Proteſtant 


brethren in France and Germany, while 
we enjoy undiſturbed acceſs to the courts 
of God's houſe. Let us take a ſerious 
view of their circumſtances, ahd compare 
them with our own, in order that we 
may learn the value and importance of 
public peace towards: the free exerciſe of 
true religion. 


In a country, vi liberty of conſci- 


c bliſhed 
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When any country is the ſeat of war, or 


ence and ſecurity. of property are eſta- 


. „ „„ ww Mat. 


S 


— 


f us } 


 bhſhed hy a legal conſtitution, there fret. 


dom of inquiry muſt prevail, which of all 


things is the moſt favourable for attain- 


ing and diffuſing the knowledge of true 
religion. The principles of ſuperſtition 
cannot bear the light of a fair and can» 
did examination, and therefore muſt be 
ſupported by the terrors of lawleſs pow: 


er and ſpiritual tyranny: but religious 


knowledge is cherithed and increaſed un- 
der the wings of peace and hberty, -and, 
bytheir kindly influence, diffuſes light and 
joy around. When all have the opportunity 
of knowing and of embracing the truth; 


when the holy ſcriptures, the key of ſa- 


ving knowledge, are left open to every 
one's inſpection; when there are none to 
make us afraid of attending upon the 
pure ordinances of the goſpel; when to 
our own candid inquiries is added public 
religious inſtructions, by an order of men 


ſufficiently qualified and authoriſed for 
that purpoſe; how friendly muſt theſe 
circumſtances prove to the knowledge and 
practice of religion? We, my brethren, 
| dre the children of light, becauſe we are 
| —_—_ - the 


EE 

ne children of liberty. The light of the 

gl. Yrious goſpel, given for the illumina- 
tion of human reaſon in matters of the 
higheſt concern, will always be greatly 
eclipſed, where rational inquiry is reſtrain- 
ed, and the ordinances of religion render- 
cd ſubſervient to the purpoſes of tyranny, 
Civil or ſpiritual. Can we ever, then, be 
too thankful to Divine Providence for the 
advantages which we enjoy? The light 
of heavenly truth ſhines upon us with 
pure and unfading ſplendour ; the im- 
proving ordinances of worſhip are attend- 
ed without any moleitation ; and nothing 
but our own folly and perverſeneſs can 
obſtruct our progreſs in that righteouſ- 
neſs which alone exalteth a nation With 
what rapture does the royal pſalmiſt ſpeak 
of the ineſtimable privilege of being re- 
ſtored to the public worſhip of God's 
temp12, after havin 8 been driven from i it 
by the prevailing power of his enemies! 
This is the ſubject of the beautiful eighty 
fourth pſalm, compoſed as a hymn of 
thankſgiving for ſo great a deliverance ; 
an which we ſee that he eſteemed it more 
| than 


9 1 
than all the power and ſplendour of roy 


16 

a- alty, of which at that time he was again 
e poſſeſſed. How different the ſentiments of 
ly IWF this great and good man from thoſe a- 
n- mong ourſelves, who, though in a coun- 
r- try bleſſed with the moſt extenſive religi- 
y. | ous, as well as civil liberty, yet forſake 
22 the aſſemblies of divine worſhip! Such 
e perſons ſet up their own wiſdom above 
it the wiſdom of God, by deſpiſing thoſe 
h means of religious improvement which 
1— he has preſcribed. Can any object be more 
1- ftrikingly beautiful, than a company of 
g dependent creatures doing homage be- 
n fore their great Creator and ſupreme Go 
. vernour, the protector of their lives, and 
h guardian of their liberties, and offering 
K up to him their united prayers and prai- 
_ ſes with one heart and voice? Can rati- 
's onal creatures be more rationally employ- 
It ed?- Such exerciſes of religion tend to fill 
1 our hearts, not only with becoming ſen- 
y timents of gratitude and reverence to God, 


f: B& but alſo with charity and good - will to one 
| another, as fellow ſupplicants before the 


= one of mercy, and as united by the 
2 ſame 


1 6 1 
fame wants, hopes and fears. How ae 
ceptable are ſuch meetings of the ſaints 
unto God, who has promiſed to counte- 
nance them with his preſence, and to 
vouchſafe them his gracious favour and 
protection! Such are the bleſſings which 
we may receive from a wiſe improve- 
ment of religious inſtitutions, under the 
ſun- ſhine of public peace; bleſſings of the 
greateſt importance to the welfare of the 
community as well as of individuals. 


1 


2. Public peace not only affords the 
dent opportunities for religious improve- 
ment, but alſo di/po/es the minds of men 
for conſidering, with due attention, the 
things belonging totheir everlaſting peace, 
Public commotions, as we may well re- 
member, occaſion perplexity and diſtur- 
bance of mind. Mens thoughts are fluc- 
tuating between hope and fear, and 
wholly taken up with contemplating 
dangers which are near and ſtriking» 
While thus ſurrounded with preſent ter- 
rors, they are never ſufficiently. compoſed 
= — with coolneſs and ſerious 
attentions 


u 

attention, what concerns their ſouls ant 

2 future ſtate. But public peace frees men 
from perplexing cares, and gives them 
time and leifure for reflexion: it puts 
them in the moſt favourable circum- 
ftances for the ſtudy of religion, for be- 
ing duly inſtructed in its laws, and firmly 
eſtabliſhed in the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
It ſeems to have been for this reaſon, that 
the wiſdom of God ſaw fit to make the 
firſt publication of the goſpel in a time 
of uni verſal peace, as the propereſt ſeaſon 
for the manifeſtation of divine truth. 


PF 
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e inexculable mult we be, if we do 
hor improve this ineſtimable blefling of 
public peace, which we have ſo long en- 
joyed, for promoting the * — and 
RE of true . 4 


3. Public peace is favourable to the in- 
tereſts of religion, as it has a tendency to 
root out theſe animoſities which imbitter 
the minds of men againſt one another, 
and of courſe to diſpoſe them to mutual 
re and concord. A ſtate of War is al- 
Ways 


[ 18 | 
ways a ſlate of firife and and angry de 


bate. Different principles and opinions 
give riſe to different factions, which ſoon: | 


come to hate one another with a perfect 
hatred, and to purſue their ſeparate in- 
tereſts with fury and outrage. Thus it is 
that religion is wounded in its very vi- 
tals, and charity, its inſeparable attendant, 
forſakes theſe habitations of diſcord : But, 
public peace tends to calm the paſſions of 
men, and ſtill the tumults of the people. 
As a clear ſun- ſhine and ſerene sky, ſuc- 
ceeding the fury of a night tempeſt, cheers 


the face of nature, which had been over- 


ſpread with darkneſs and horror ; ſo the 
return of peace, after the rage of violence 
is over, mult give unfeigned joy to every 
lover of friendſhip and harmony i in ſos 


ciety, and to every well-wiſher to the i in- 


tereſts of religion : © For the wrath of man 
% worketh not the righteouſneſs of God F.“ 


From what has been delivered on this 
ſubject, we may juſtly infer, that Chri- 
ſtians ought neither to think of purcha» 


ſing 


" + James i. 20, 


12 


ERS. 
fag peace At the expence of truth nor of 
promoting the cauſe of truth by means 


deſtructive of peace. The firſt is the prin- 


tiple of hypocrites and time-ſervers, the, 
jaſt of Blind and furious zealots; but both 
of them are equally oppoſite to the ſpirit 
df true religion. But, to be a little more 
particular, from what has been ſaid, we 


may conclude, 


ift, That it is our duty to adhere to the 
cauſe of religion, even when expoſed on its 
account to outward trials and ſufferings. 
* Buy the truth,” lays Solomon, * and /ell it 
is not *; and weare enjoined, by another 
inſp ired writer, “ to hold faft the profeſſion of 
** our faith without wavering f. It is not a 
matter of indifference, whether men pro- 
feſs or deny their religion, when called by 
Providence to bear teſtimony to its truth. 
This, indeed, may be agreeable to the ma- 
xims of worldly wiſdom, which teaches us 
to ſacrifice every intereſt to our own ; but 
the precepts of the goſpel, as well as the 
exam pie of its Divine Author, breathe a ſpi- 
| C , rit 


* Pror. Xii. 23. + Heb. *. 2 


| 20 1 
rit and dictate a conduct quite a 


We are bound to conſider the Chriſtian, 


religion, not only as an ineſtimable bleſ- 
fing for our own improvement in good- 
neſs, but alſo as a ſacred depoſitum intruſted 
to our care, in order to be tranſmitted 
pure and uncorrupted for the improve- 
ment of our poſterity. Hence we are ex- 
horted to © hold fa aſt the form of ſound words,” 

that 1s, the genuine doctrine and ordi- 
nances of the - goſpel, as taught by our 
Saviour and his apoſtles. There is left on 
record the moſt ample promiſes to thoſe 


who ſteadily adhere to their Chriſtian 


profeſſion in times of trial, and at the 
ſame time the moſt awful threatnings de- 


nounced againſt thoſe who prefer worldly 


intereſt to the propagation of true reli- 
gion. © He that loveth father or mother more 


60 
% worthy of me: and he that taketh not his 
cc 


* 
. 


me, &c. f They greatly miſtake the 
caſe, then, who conſider the Chriſtian re- 

ligion 
+ Matth x. 38. 37, Ge. 


than me, 1s not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth jon or daughter more than me, us not 


croſs and followeth after me, is not worthy of 


e no 


| [ 
ligion as a mere ſyſtem of /peculative prin- 
riplet, which we may receive or reject at 
pleaſure; or, at leaſt, which we may con- 
form to, or diſavow, according toour pre- 
ſent intereſt, and the circumſtances of the 
times in which we live. We ought to view 
it in a higher point of light, namely, as a 
ſcheme carrying on, by the agency of the 
Son and Spirit of God, for the ſalvation 
of mankind: to promote which glorious 
deſign, we muſt co-operate as inferior a- 
gents and inſtruments, both for the ſake 
of our own happineſs and of ages to come. 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, as that they 
9 may fee your good works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther in beaven *,” The Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion is not a mere name, as many ſeem 
to conſider it; it is a character which re- 
- quires attention, fortitude and dignity to 
ſupport it. In a word, if it be true he- 
roiſm, to be firmly attached to the legal 
conſtitution of one's country, and to live 
or die with public liberty; what higher 
encom iums are due to thoſe nobler ſpi- 
rits, who are as firmly attached to an ob- 
| a rGad- jet 


I » N v. 16. 
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jeQ of infinitely greater importance, whe 


are neither afraid nor aſhamed to avow 


_ themſelves the zealous friends of unde- 
fled religion, and wha, rather than be- 
tray its important intereſts, are ready to 
forego every worldly advantage, and to 
expoſe themſelves to every poſſible danger? 


Here, however, we muſt be cautious, leſt 


our religious zeal be impraperly directed, 
leſt we ſubſtitute the fictions of our own 
imagination for facred truths, and the or- 
dinances of men for the commandments 
of God. Let us be extremely careful, that 
what we zealouſly contend for be eſentia} 
points of religion; the knowledge and be; 
lief of which purify, the heart, as well as 
enlighten the underſtanding; and not 
matters of doubtful diſputation, which 
ſerve only to gender ſtrife and confuſion. 
Our zeal otherways will be nothing but 
the wild- fire of human paſſion, which 


will drive us ON tv mutual violence and 


12 


i 240 This oamrally leads. me to infer 
from what has been laid, That as public 


peace 


{ 23 
peace muſt not be promoted at the er 
pence of true religion, ſo neither muſt we 
think of promoting religion by meang 
deſtructive of public peace. 1 his is a car 
veat of no leſs coniequence than the for- 
mer. Peace and truth, being naturally al- 
lied, have a reciprocal influence upon each 
other, and muſt join their mutual aid to 
promote the public happineſs. Blind and 
intemperate zeal is no leſs hurtful to the 
Intereſt of religion, than time: ſerving 
hypocriſy. Our zeal muſt be animated by 
the ſpirit of true religion, which is a ſpi- 
Tit of love and of a found mind. Its mea» 
{ures mult. be regulated by the precepts 
and example of our Saviour himſelf and 
his apoſtles. © His kingdom is not of this 
* world,” and therefore, not to be extend- 
ed nor eſtabliſhed by war and bloodſhed, 
nor any of thoſe methods of violence 
which diſturb the -peace of the: world, 
This was not our Saviour's plan of re- 
forming the religious and moral ſenti- 
ments of mankind. Though poſſeſſed of 
all power in heaven and earth, yet he 
£771 pelled none by torce to embrace the 
(urn. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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truth. He often exerciſed his omnipotenes 


in acts of mercy and kindneſs, even to 


his greateſt oppoſers, but never of terror 


and ſeverity: he addreſſed himſelf to the 
reaſon and conſciences of men; and, with 
the ſpirit of meekneſs, detected their er- 
rors and reproved their vices. His apo- 
ſtles, animated by the ſame ſpirit, trode 
the footſteps of their heavenly Maſter. 
They recommended his religion by the 


luſtre of their miracles, the purity of 


their lives, and at length ſealed it with 
their blood. The weapons of our warfare,” 
ſays the apoſtle Paul, are not carnal, but 
* mighty through God 10 the pulling down 


be of e T. 


In a word, unknown to theſe genuine 
fathers of our religion are the modern 
arts of converſion, practiſed in the iron age 
of Chriſtianity, by inſtruments of death 
and torture. Theſe are indeed proper 
methods for ſupporting ſuperſtition or 
falſe religion ; but Chriſtianity, as taught 
by Jeſus: and his v2 needed tan arts 


of 
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of defence, and can only be maintained 
by the exertion of thoſe principles by 
which it was at firſt propagated. /** Mercy 
% and truth meet together, righteouſneſs and 
* peace mutually embrace each ather f.“ 


34h, From what has been ſaid, we may 
alſo infer, That it is the true glory of a 
ſovereign prince to be the guardian of 
truth and peace within his kingdom, as 
well as the happineſs of a people to en- 
joy theſe ineſtimable bleſſings under a wiſe 
and righteous adminiſtration. It is this 
which diſtinguiſhes the character and go- 
vernment of a good king from that of aty- 
rant: the one protects the civil and religi- 
ous rights of his ſubjects, while the other 
deſtroys or. reſtrains them. Every prince, 
as the deputy of Heaven, is called upon 

y his office to maintain true religion 
Roh his ſubjects: by his authority he 
muſt curb the inſolence of profaneneſs, 
and the enormities of vice, and by his 
example encourage the practice « of true 
riery and virtue. 


Such 
I Plal. IXxv. 10. Ty 
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buch was the character ind gdvern⸗ 


ment of Hezekiah, who was a good man 
and areligious prince, dying that which 
«© Was right in the ſight of the Lord.“ In 
the beginning of his reign, he put an 
end to all that idolatry which had crept 
in, through the criminal negligence of 
his immediate predeceffors, added to the 
natural propenſity of the people them- 
ſelves. He reſtored and reformed the true 
worſhip of God according to the Moſaic 


inſtitution; and our text ſeems alſo to 
imply his fixed reſolution to carry on the 


ſame wiſe and ſalutary meaſures for the 
preſervation of truth and peace to the end 
of his reign.—Let Great-Britain rejoice; 
and the multitude of its iſles be glad, that 
a prince of the fame ſpiric and character 
reigns over them; the faithful guardian 


of religion and liberty at home, and the 


zealous ſupporter of public peace among 


the nations around. Rejoice, ye people, 


in the remoteſt corners of the earch, now 
brought under his fubjection, for unto 
you alſo ſhall the benign influE ices of 
his government. extend. The auſpicious 

2 a day, 
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day, dye hope, is at hand, when your 
land of darkneſs ſhall become a valley of 
viſion, and your habitations of cruelty 
be changed into manſions of peace. May 
the divine Spirit of the goſpel be pour- 
ed out from on high, that the wilder- 
* neſs may become a fruitful field, and 
* the fruitful -field be counted for a fo- 
« 
ic 


* reſt: then judgment ſhall dwell in the 
| * wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs remain 
1 * in the fruitful field. The people of 
[ Gad ſhall dwell in a peaceable habita- 
; * tion, and in ſure: dwellings, and in 
quiet reſting-places g. The tree ſhall 
- « yield her fruit; and the earth her i in- 
& creaſe, and they ſhall dwell ſafely in 
„ their land, and ſhall know that I am 
„ the Lord, when 1 have. broken the 
. bands of their yoke, and delivered them 

& out of the hand of thoſe that ſerved 

« themſelves of them +.” Let all the 

votaries of truth and peace fay, Amen. |; 


 Lofth, Let our gratitude to. God for the 
| continuance of peace and truth diſcover 


r itſelf 
| {ind 0 *. U Kackie aa 27. 
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itlelf by a ſuitable improvement of theſe 
invaluable bleſſings. He has not dealt 


6 1 


ſo with almoſt any other nation. Our 
privileges are many and diſtinguiſhing, 
and our opportunities of improvement 
fingularly advantageous. What are the 
grievances of which ſome complain; in 
reſpect of the many important bleſſings 
we enjoy? if weighed in the balance of 
the ſanctuary, they would be found light- 
erthan vanity. But alas ! how apt are pride 
and paſhon, the deſire of pre-eminence, 
impatience under legal reſtraints, tomag- 
nify the objects of diſcontent beyond their 
due proportions, and to deprive us of the 
comfortable enjoyment of what we have, 
for want of ſome lefler, and perhaps hurt- 
ful, privileges? Hence factions and parties, 
under various denominations, have un- 
happily ariſen, to the great detriment of 


peace and truth. Amidſt this noiſy ſtrug- 


gle for power and ſuperiority, the ends 
ot eſtabliſhing a goſpel-miniſtry are 
too much forgotten, and the heavenly 
manna of pure do rine is deſpiſed for 
the leeks and onions of Egypt: religion 

f f — A | | yes 


Jyes bleeding-in her wounds, and charity, 
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authentic proof. Indeed, let people coin 


? as þ 


her inſeparable companion, ſtands weep 
ing by her fide. When you complain of 
hardſhips impoſed by law, reflect at the 
ſame time upon the ſituation of many of 
your Proteſtant brethren in foreign king- 
doms: though approving themſelves the 
very beſt ſubjects of civil government, and 
the moſt ſubmiſſive to public authority, 
yet are treated with the utmoſt riggur 
and ſeverity ; deprived of their civil ꝓri- 


vileges, and of the liberty of worthipping 


God according to their conſciences; ſut- 


fering continual reproaches, frequent im- 
priſonments, and ſometimes even death 


itſelf, of which we have very recent and 


as many new diſtinctions as they pleaſe 


to elude the force of truth, yet the ſpirit 


of Popery is always the ſame, and will 
have the ſame effects whereever it can 
exert itſelf without check or controul. 
Caſt your eyes back to the ſituation of our 
.own country, while under princes of that 
-perſecuting religion, and learn to know 


Pow value of the peace and truth which we 


Da | enjoy, 


„ 
enjoy. What would your appreſſed bre⸗ 


thren under theſe lawleſs governments 


now give for your privileges, even clog- 


ged with all the reſtraints of which you 
complain, which, however, are greatly 
magnified beyond their real importance 
by your own'imaginations influenced by 


$256 paſſions of others? 


40 conelude, Let us ſeriouſly conſider, 


that no external advantages, however 
great, will avail te promote our happi- 
neſs, without a wiſe improvement on our 
Part. Greater attainments in true piety 
and virtue are certainly expected, and will 


be required of us to whom, ſo many ta- 


lents are intruſted: if we either ſquander 


them away in vice and licentious folly, 


or ſuffer them, through floth, to ly un- 


employed; they may, as repreſented in 
the parable, be taken from us, and given 
to others who will approve themſelves 


more faithful to their heavenly Maſter. 


Where are now the ſeven churches of Aſia, : 
planted and watered by the apoſtles them-. 
{lves, and where the light of the goſpel 


{hined 
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fhined with the cleareſt ſplendor? They 


are now no more; involved in the thick- 
eſt darkneſs of Mahumedan ſuperſtition. 
Have we any: greater ſecurity for the con- 
tinuance of peace and truth among us:? 
If, after their example, we become liſtleſs 
and indifferent about true religion, have 
we not reaſon to dread a ſimilar puniſh- 
ment? © Becauſe,” ſays God to the church 
of Laodicea, © thou art luke-warm, and nei- 
** ther cold ner hat, I will Jour thee out of w 


_* mouth *.” 
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R. 2 B. It is now high time to con- 
clude the ſervice of this day, by aſhort ad- 
dreſs to you, and the people committed 
to your charge. In complying with the 
duty preſcribed me. by my reverend fa- 
thers and brethren, I will make no apo- 
logy, though in other reſpects it might 
well become me, for being a remembran- 
Cer, On this. occaſion, to them, to you, 
and to myſelf, of ſome things highly con- 


ducive to the ſalvation of our own ſouls, 


e and 


3 


' 3s it not ſometimes needful, to be remind- 


und of them =ho Hens: us. While we fo 
often inculcate upon others the eſſential 
duties to which they are bound by their 
Chriftian goffeſſion, is it: not reaſonable, 


ed of our own, as teachers of religion? 
Which of us can lay his hand upon his 
heart, and get that in many things he 
offends, and in every thing falls ſhort of 
hat his heavenly Maſter requires of him? 
I ſhall heartily rejoice, if I be found the 
only miniſter preſent who ſtands in need 


55 SE this ſerious recollection ; and happier 


ſtill, if I find my own heart ſuitably im- 
preſſed with what J am now, with all 


becoming deference, to ſuggeſt to your 
oe. nas 


D. S. I have too much Ld lEta of 
you andthe reſt of my brethren now pre- 
ſent, to think it neceſſary to inſiſt upon 
the endowments and abilities requiſite for 
the diſcharge of the external functions of 
our ſacred office: as to theſe, I am per- 
ſuaded, you ſtand approved of by that ve- 
77 audience before whom I now ſpeak. 

Perhavs 
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perhaps it is not ſo much in what is eſſen- 


tial to our character, as in what is orna« 


mental to it, that we are moſt apt to fall 
ſhort; which, however, naturally tends 
to obſtruct and limit our uſefulneſs — 
Suffer me; then, to recommend to your: 
conſtant ſtudy: and imitation the charac- 
ter of the apoſtle. Paul, who could with 
confidence appeal to the teſtimony oß 
his heavenly: Maſter; God, fays he, 
„it my witneſs, whom 1 ſerve with my 
* ſpirit in the goſpel of his Son *,” In 
which words are . happily expreſſed the 
great end of a goſpel-miniſtry, and the 
proper temper of mind tor carrying it 
into execution. Now, the laſt of theſe 
implies, that we ſhould be always ani- 
mated with the true ſpirit of our office; 
that we be active in diſcharge of its im- 
portant duties; and that we maintain a 
conſtant dependence on the Divine Spirit 
for our 1ucceſs. 1. Let us be always ani- 
mated and conſtantly carry about with 
us the genuine ſpirit of our ſacred office: 
let us cultivate more and more thoſe a- 
miable virtues, Which are not only high: 


* 


1 hl 
2 Rom, I, 9. 
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ly õrnamental, but which alfo 6ur very 
office and religious functions have a tens 
dency to inſpire. There is a certain genius 


and habitual turn of mind peculiar to 


every different profeſſion and character in 


Hife. Every man, almoſt, knows and cam 


diſtinguiſh what general temper and qua- 


ities are neceſſary to form the uſeful me- 
chanic, the induſtrious merchant; the wiſe 


ſtateſman, or the brave ſoldier: we ſee 
none excell in any of theſe profeſſions; 


without ſome confiderable degree of the 


foirit of their character. Now, an exalted 


and unfeigned piety towards God, a ten- 
der and enlarged benevolence of heart 
towards all mankind, and an elevation of 
foul above worldly paſſions and purſuits, 


form the true inward character of a mini- 


ſter of the goſpel: all other virtues are but 
fo many branches or modifications of this 
general temper ; and, if we are deſtitute of 
it, our ſacred miniſtrations, however lau- 


dably performed, will neither be accompa- 


nied with pleaſure to ourſelves, nor with 
much profit to others. Let us, therefore, 
diligently guard againſt the temptations 
„ > 30 to 


| 4 9 
6 indulge a ALE temper, which may 
ariſe from our natural diſpoſition, or our 
eccaſional circumſtances. A late writer, 
diſtinguiſhed for his licerary abilities, has 
moſt injuriouſly and raſhly affirmed, that 
hypocriſy, ambition, ſuperſtition, vanity, party- 


fpirit and rancour, belong equally to the 


prieſts of all profeſſions, and are, as it 
were, inſeparable from the ſacred office. 


One of much lefs penetration might ſure- 


ly have diſtinguiſhed between the ſpirit 
and tendency of a public profeſſion, and 
the faults or vices of ſome of its profeſ- 
ſors. Indeed, the tendency of our office, 
and of its employments, when properly 
performed, is the very reverſe, even to 
promote the growth of the very oppoſite 


virtues in our own hearts, and in thoſe 


who hear us. Where it has not this ef- 
fe, greater depravity of heart, and a 
more hardened inſenſibility to religious 
truths, may naturally be expected, than 
is to be found in men of any other pro- 
feſſion. But, my brethren, let us ſhow, by 
the tenor of our whole condud, that ſuch 
aſperſions of our ſacred order are falſe, 

* E are 
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are malevolent: let an open ingenuity 6f 


temper, directed by prudence; a ſincere 
piety, without aſfectation; a chearful con- 
tentment of mind, free from the anxie- 
ties of worldly ambition; a contempt of 
vain applauſe from men, joined with a ſo- 


licitous care to deſerve their candid ap- 


probation; in a word, let an amiable mo- 


deration of temper, the daughter of true 
Benevolence, be the virtues which diſtin- 


guiſh our character: let us guard, on the 


one hand, againſt a mean and ſervile com- 
pliance with the prejudices and paſſions 
of men, which will procure their con- 
tempt; and, on tlie other, againſt political 


contention, which will expoſe us to their 
reſentment: let neither ſordid avarice de- 
grade our minds, nor'furious anger di- 
ſturb their tranquility. Upon the whole, 


let us not ſatisfy ourſelves with a mere 


outward excellence or decorum of charac- 
ter, which may indeed acquit us in the 
fight of men; bur to theſe let us add'the 
improvements of the heart in pious and 
virtuous affections, which alone can beau- 
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tify our characters in the eyes of him 
whom we ſerve in che goſpel of his Son. 


2. If we would ſerveGod with our ſpirit, 


we mult be ative and diligent in that ſervice: 


This, indeed, will be the natural effect of 
the former, an effect flowing from a ſteady 
and permanent principle of duty. Our 
functions are many, as well as important, 


and require an] active ſpirit to diſcharge 
them. If we go the round of duty ſolely 
From fear of cenſure and puniſhment; if, 


thro' indolence, we are ſparing in our la- 
-bours ; or if we are actuated by no higher 
principle than the love of popularap plauſe; 
we do not ſerve God with our /pr:s in the 
goſpel of his Son: nay, it is an evidence 
that we are as yet deſtitute of the genuine 


-fpirit of our ſacred office. I will venture 
to add, that no improvements in any other 
art or ſcience, to which we may apply, 


no activity or ſucceſs in affairs foreign to 


our proper buſineſs, will ſufficiently ex- 


cuſe the neglect of theſe important duties 


which the ſervice of religion requires, 
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3. We ought to maintain a conftant de# 
pendence on the Divine Spirit for render- 
ing our beſt endeavours effectual. Be. 
* Rrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus : 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but 


„ it is God alone that giueth the increaſe.” 
Without his concurring influence, never 
wanting to the truely upright, neither the 
moſt ſhining talents, nor the moſt ſpirit- 
ed exertion of them, will promote the prac- 
tice of true religion. For this caule let 
us, after the example of the ſame apo- 
„ {tle, bow our knees unto the Father of 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in daily ſupplica- 
tions, that he would grant us, according 
to the riches of his own glory, to be 
ſtrengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner- man. Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye fledfaſt and unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
aſmuch as ye knew that your labour ſhall net 
be in vain in the Lord, if ye faint not.” 
To conclude; As there is ikeways this 
day a. relation eſtabliſhed: between you, 
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Sir, and the the Reverend Mr David Black. © 
ſenior poſter, as telilgw-labourers, Lneed not 
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3s fa; chat duty, and even decency, call on 


you to behave towards him as an active 


and affectionate colleague. His experience 


and uſefulneſs in the miniſtry, his perſo- 
nal character and dutiful behaviour to- 
wards your predeceſſors, call for every in- 
ſtanceof reſpect and regard from you. The 


world will certainly expect, and your tem- 


per and diſpoſition of mind give the great- 
eſt reaſon to hope, that ye will ſtrengthen 
one another's hands in the work and ſer- 
vice of the goſpel. 


i Now, my dear fellow-Chriſtians, ſuffer 


the word of exhortation, from one who 
fincerely wiſhes your welfare, eſpecially 
that your ſouls may proſper. Let the tranſ- 
action of this day remove every prejudice, 
and ſtifle every paſſion, which would mar 
your: edification and religious improve- 
ment. Bleis God, who has given you ano- 
ther able, and, I truſt, faithful paſtor, to 
feed your ſouls with ſaving knowledge. 
Be united to your paſtors in the bond of 
love, and be at peace among yourſelves: 


give a regular attendante upon the ord- 


nances diſpenſed by them, and be not car- 
ried 
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fied about with every wind of doctrine. 
Above all things, ſee that your attendance 
proceed: from a real deſire of inſtruction, 
and I am fatisfied that you will not be diſ- 
appointed. Much depends on the frame 


of mind which you bring with you into 


the houſe of God. If you come with ho- 
neſt and humble hearts, with a deep ſenſe 


of your want of Divine knowledge, or, at 


leaſt, of your need to have the impreſſions 
of it more deeply engraven on your ſpi- 
rits; in ſuch good ſoil, as our Saviour aſ- 
ſures us in the parable, the ſeed of divine 
truth will take deep root, and, by the bleſ- 
{ing of God, produce an hundred-fold of 
precious fruits. Conſider every ſerious ad- 


vice or inſtruction, every admonition or re- 


proof, though delivered in general terms, 


as addreſſed to you in particular. Do not 


think it enough that you approve of the 
diſcourſe, and perhaps applaud the preach- 
er: they ſeek not your verbal praiſes, but 
your real reformation and improvement 
in a Chriſtian temper. I am perſuaded it 
will give them, as indeed it ought to e- 
very faithful miniſter, more real ſatisfac- 

| . 0 tion, 


4's Q' 7 


@ 3 v DO 


s 2 


n, 


W RAT 


A to be e chat there i is one perſon 


liſtening with a defire. to learn his duty, 
than to receive the applauſes of the moſt 
numerous and diſcerning audience. 


To conclude ; My earneſt wiſh and fer- 
vent prayer to God, in behalf of you and 
your paſtors, is, that ye may be mutual 
comforts to one another in this world; 
that, at laſt, ye may meet together in the 
aſſembly of the firſt- born; and that ye 
may ſpend an eternity in the joys of im- 
mortal friendſhip and divine love, thro 


the merits of jeſus our only Saviour, 
Amen, 8 JU 65 


; 


